Feb 25 08 10:17a Patent Department 



RECEIVED 

CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

FEB 25 



408-492-3122 



P-2 



PATENT 

Attorney Docket No. 2001P17780US 



LISTING OF CLAIMS: 



(Currently Amended) A method for providing a conferencing session over a 
packetized network, comprising: 

receiving inputs from a number of participants in the conferencing session over 
the packetized network; 

determining a number of prominent inputs from the received inputs; 

combining the determined prominent inputs into a first output stream suitable for 
being sent to at least one participant of the number of participants in the 
conferencing session; and 

combining determined prominent inputs into a second output stream for an 

originating participant of a prominent input of the determined number of 
prominent inputs, the second output stream not including the originating 

participant' s input wherein th* ^.^^ stream in^i.^c a ^ » 

prominent received input, the ne * rr om, ne nt m^d ifmu t h*.^ 
determined by a characteristic different th a n ihe chare ru stic ijtiH ^ tn 
determine the number of prominent i nputs from th» received innnte 

(Original) The method as described in claim 1, wherein inputs are determined as 
prominent based upon a characteristic including at least one of loudness, signal 
strength, clarity and prominence history. 

(Canceled) 



4. 



(Previously Presented) The method as described in claim 1 . further comprising 
send.ng the first output stream to participants which did not originate a prominent 
output and sending the second output stream to the participant originating the 
prominent input not included in the second output stream. 
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5. (Canceled) 



6. (Canceled) 

7. (Original) The method as described in claim 1 , wherein the number of prominent 
* inputs to be determined is pre-selected. 

B. (Original) The method as described in claim 1, wherein determining the 
prominent inputs includes determining if an input corresponds to a desired 
characteristic threshold. 



9. 



10. 



(Original) The method as described in claim 1. wherein the conferencing session 
is utilized over a packetized system so that at least one of the received inputs 
and output stream are configured as packets. 

(Currently Amended) A method for providing a conferencing session over a 
packetized network, comprising: 

receiving inputs from a number of participants in the conferencing session over 

the packetized network- 
determining a number of prominent inputs from the received inputs, the inputs 
being determined as prominent based upon a characteristic including at 
least one of loudness, signal strength, clarity, and prominence history; and 
combining received inputs into an output stream for an originating participant of 
an input of the received inputs, the- output stream not including the- 
originating participant's input and including a next most prominent 
received input, wherein the n»vt ^ DrominRnt . mmtt fe 

determined by a characteristic differ ^ n the nh^^n^ .-^ ^ 
determine the number of prominent in puts from the rec eived inputs 
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16. 



11- (Canceled) 

12. (Canceled) 

13. (Canceled) 

14. (Canceled) 

15. (Previously Presented) The method as described in cfafm to. wherem the 
number of prominent inputs to be determined is pre-selected. 

(Previously Presented) The method as described in claim 10, wherein 
determining the prominent inputs includes determining if an input corresponds to 
a desired characteristic threshold. 

(Original) The method as described in claim 10, wherein the conferencing 
session is uti.ized over a packetized system so that at least one of the received 
inputs and outputs are configured as packetized streams. 

18. (Currently Amended) A conferencing system suitable for providing a 
conferencing session to a plurality of participants, comprising: 

a multipoint conferencing unit communicatively coupled over a packetized 
connection to a plurality of input/output devices so as to enable the 
participants of the conferencing session to interact wherein the multipoint 
conferencing unit is configured to 

receive inputs.from.the participants. in the conferencing, session- 
determine a number of prominent inputs from the received inputs; 
combine the determined prominent inputs info a first output stream 
surtable for being sent to at least one participant of the conferencing session- and 



17. 
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combine the determined prominent inputs into a second output 
stream for an originating participant of a prominent input of the determined number of 
prominent inputs, the second output stream not including the originating participant's 
input, wherein the second output stream incl udes a next prominent mr^d in p „f fh- 
next prominent received input beino deter m ined bv a characteristic different than th* 
characteristic utilized to determine the mim h er of prominent inputs from tho 
inputs. 



19. 



(Original) The conferencing system as described in claim 18, wherein inputs are 
determined as prominent based upon a characteristic including at least one of 
loudness, signal strength, ciarity and prominence history. 



20. (Canceled) 



21. (Previously Presented) The conferencing system as described in claim 18, 
wherein the first output stream is sent to participants which did not originate a 
prominent output and the second output stream is sent to the participant 
originating the prominent input not included in the second output stream. 

22. (Canceled) 

23. (Canceled) 



24. 



25. 



(Original) The conferencing system as described in claim 18, wherein the number 
of prominent inputs to be determined is pre-selected. 

(Original) The conferencing system as described in daim 18, wherein 
determining the prominent inpuls includes determining if an input corresponds to 
a desired characteristic threshold. 
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